
The Annapolis Times, August 27 - September 2, 2010Positive stories about positive people! Page 7

Offer ends 9/30/10, and is limited to new residential customers. Not available in all areas. Requires subscription to Digital Starter TV, Performance Internet and Unlimited® service. After 12 months, monthly service charge goes to $114.99 
for months 13–24. After 2 years, or if any service is cancelled or downgraded, regular rates apply. The current monthly charge for all three services is $129.99. Not all services available with all XFINITY packages. TV and Internet service 
limited to a single outlet. Equipment, installation, taxes, franchise fees, the Regulatory Recovery Fee and other applicable charges (e.g., per-call or international charges) extra. May not be combined with other offers. TV: Basic service 
subscription required to receive other levels of service. On Demand selections subject to charge indicated at time of purchase. Not all programming available in all areas. Internet: PowerBoost provides bursts of download and upload 
speeds for the first 10 MB and 5 MB of a file, respectively. Actual speeds vary and are not guaranteed. Voice: $29.95 activation fee applies. EMTA required($5/month). Service (including 911/emergency services) may not function after 
an extended power outage.  Minimum term contract required with prepaid card offers. Cards issued by Citibank, N.A. Pursuant to a license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. and managed by Citi Prepaid Services. Cards will not have cash access and 
can be used everywhere Visa debit cards are accepted. Money-Back Guarantee applies to 1 month recurring charge and standard installation up to $500. XFINITY comparison based on recent network upgrades. Call for restrictions and 
complete details. The tbs logo is a trademark of Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved. Comcast © 2010 All rights reserved.

1.877.342.9213

XFINITY is TV, Internet and Voice service made possible by Comcast’s network upgrade to an all- 

digital platform. XFINITY gives you the fastest Internet, triple the HD channels, TV on your computer  

and an On Demand library approaching 20,000 titles, giving you the best in home entertainment. 

TV, Phone & Internet  
RATE GUARANTEE 
for 2 years

$99
per month for 12 months,

$114.99 a month  
for months 13–24

STARTER XF TRIPLE PLAY

All backed by the Comcast 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee.

OFFER ENDS 9/30/2010

or step up to any 
HD Triple Play & get 
a $200 Visa® 

Prepaid Card.

Switch to the XFINITY™ Triple Play 
and we’ll guarantee your rate for 2 years!
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Haircuts with a purpose: Rob’s Barbershop Foundation
By Cari Holmes

Robert “Rob” Cradle owned and

operated a thriving barbershop in

Odenton, Maryland for over 10

years . In 2001, Cradle had an idea

that would prove to be life changing.

He collected funds from customers

to pay one of his barbers to provide

free haircuts and other grooming

services to Sarah’s House, a nearby

homeless shelter only a quarter mile

away from his shop.

The reaction from both the cus-

tomers and the shelter were over-

whelming. “The customers loved it,

of course the shelter loved it and my

barbers got to work even when busi-

ness was slow.”

The creation of “Rob’s Barbershop

Community Foundation” followed

shortly. The foundation is a non-

profit developed to provide groom-

ing services to residential shelters. 

In 2003, Cradle took on the foun-

dation as a full-time commitment

and sold his barbershop. “It was a

win-win situation,” said Cradle. 

Starting with one permanent bar-

bershop installment, Cradle now has

locations in residential shelters in

both Anne Arundel County and Bal-

timore City area. Cradle says, “ It is

not just giving haircuts, but giving

something practical.” 

One practical thing is that haircuts

provide opportunities for employ-

ment. Since appearance can be a

barrier when applying for a job, a

good haircut would provide an extra

boost in confidence for residents of

the shelters attempting to re-enter

the workforce.

Unlike the sporadic charity

days area barbershops host

throughout the year, foundation

barbershops are permanent which

Cradle says is more beneficial to

the residents. “Having consistent

and regular grooming will boost

their [self] esteem.” 

Cradle says the “beauty” of

having the permanent installment

is that the residents get to hangout

in the shop as a respite. In the case

of Helping Up Mission residential

shelter in Baltimore, residents

work in the barbershop as a part

of their training. 

Cradle hires professional bar-

bers and stylists to operate the lo-

cations. Occasionally, he still gets

a chance to personally give hair-

cuts. While Cradle is not always

hands on in the actual day-to-day

running of all the locations, he

regularly visits each installment to

insure the locations are being

maintained properly. 

The most recent location is an

installment at Franklin Square El-

ementary School. “When I saw

that they had the space and popu-

lation I thought this was a perfect

place.” Cradle said that because

the location is a Title I school—92

percent of the students receive or

qualify for free lunch—he encour-

aged the school administrators to

apply for program. 

“We have had kids that have lived

in homes that had no electricity and

running water. So, of course, the

opportunity to be groomed on a

regular basis was a big plus for

them,” Cradle said of the students

he works with. The school adminis-

tration selects the students to partic-

ipate in the program and by the end

of the school year the barbershop

services about 40 students.

Cradle says despite economic

hardship throughout the country

the foundation has always moved

forward with steady growth until

this year. According to him, both

large and small donors have been

unable to renew their previous

commitments. Which is why the

Safeway Foundation grant of

$1500 the foundation recently re-

ceived is so significant. 

“Safeway employees are proud

to be able to support local organi-

zations like this that touch the

lives of our customers,” said 

Gregory TenEyck, chairman of the

Safeway Foundation for the East-

ern Division.

For more information or to

make a donation, visit rbcf.com or

call 410-519-2622. 

Robert Cradle (left) receives a $1500
from the Safeway Foundation for
the Rob’s Barbershop Community
Foundation. The funds will assist
with the operation of salons in three
residential shelters— Lighthouse
Shelter, Helping Up Mission and
Kari’s Home.
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